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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 

May the Mercy of the Father, the Graces of the Holy Spirit and the Love of Our Lord Jesus-Christ 
be with you, as we prepare to enter into the most Holy Week of the year. 
 

Palm Sunday is near… let’s prepare the road to our hearts for the Lord, and let’s greet Him as He 
approaches to His temple (1Co3:16). Open the doors and let’s adore Him, He is the King and Lord who 
comes to visit his servants to invite them to His wedding and to take them to His Father house. He is 
the Good Shepherd who will do the impossible to rescue His lost sheep. 
 

Holy Week reminds us of our Lord’s sufferings, His passion and His death. Holy Week gives us, not 
only to Franciscans, the opportunity to embrace our sister penance. 
 

My Lord and My God, You suffer greatly during your passion, You were 
humiliated, brutally tortured, loaded with the burden of a heavy cross, 
and finally You gave your life, so none of us would perish, and be lost 
but could have an everlasting life in You. 
 

Forgive us, O Lord, because our sins were who condemned You, 
our wicked tongue ripped your flesh like a powerful whip, the thorns 
of our envies crowned you forehead, the evil desires of our hearts pierced 
your beautiful hands and feet, and our indifferences transfixed your 
side and heart like a spear. 
 

We thank You, O merciful Lord, because you easily forget our faults 
and intercede for us to the Father, and You ask that for the Holy Spirit 
to be sent to pour His infinite graces upon us. 

Amen, amen. 

Holy Week is not only penance and suffering, it is also a time of rejoice and happiness, on Easter 
Sunday we celebrate the Glorious Resurrection of our Lord. By His death he defeated Sin and by His 
resurrection He broke the chains of death. We were purchased by His death and by His resurrection 
we received the promised of eternal life.  
 

Dominus det tibi pacem  
Carlos A. Rodríguez OFS  
(Br. John Paul of the Holy Rosary) 
Lazy and unfit servant of the Lord 
 



 

Pax et Bonum 
Monthly Newsletter published by the St. Thomas More Fraternity 

Secular Franciscan Order 
April 2007 

 

   

Around St. Joan of Arc Region 
 

 News from St. Thomas More Fraternity in Houston, TX. 
St. Thomas More Fraternity celebrated the feast of St. Joseph during its March meeting. An altar 
for the Patron Saint of our Church was set up for the celebration. Betty Hamala, formation director, 
explained the meaning and history of the altar. 

 

  

 

Also during the celebration, a certificate of appreciation was awarded to our Br. Jeff Ramirez, as 
recognition for his valuable contributions to the fraternity and to the order. 

 

 
 

 News from St. Joan of Arc Fraternity in Germantown, TN. 
• OLPH will also have a Lenten Fish Fry, in St. Therese Hall starting at 5:00 pm.  The cost will be 

$9.50.  This will include all you can eat fish with all the trimmings.  You can purchase tickets at 
the door on Friday night. 

 

• Men's Morning of Spirituality with Bishop Steib 
The next "Men's Morning of Spirituality with Bishop Steib" will be on May 19,  2007 at Church 
of the Incarnation in Collierville.   We had 407 men from 37 parishes at the first MMOS let's pray 
that this one will be even bigger.  As a result of our prayers we now have seven additional 
Churches starting Men's Spiritual Groups.  The one at OLPH called "Fishers of Men" started a 
little over two years ago and is going strong.  Meetings are on Tuesday morning for 6:15 am 
Mass and then go to the Parish Hall for the meeting.  We are reading and discussing The "Acts of 
the Apostles".  The past several weeks around 26 - 35 men attended.  It is awesome to see this 
many men in Church at that time of the morning, praying and singing together.  Thanks be to 
God. This past Tuesday March 13th, we had the honor of our Bishop, Terry Stieb being with us. 
 It was quite a surprise when he walked into Church and stayed for our meeting.  He is truly our 
Spiritual Shepherd! 
 

• St. Joan of Arc Fraternity is planning to hold a Rite of Profession for Mrs. Christine L. 
Esteves during the regional retreat. 
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 St. Joan of Arc Region has a new Spiritual Assistant; his name is Brother Juniper Crouch. Please 
welcome him and keep him in your prayers. 

 

 The St. Joan of Arc Region annual retreat will take place April 13th to 15th, Divine Mercy weekend, 
at the St Charles retreat center in Moss Bluff, Louisiana. Retreat master will be Father Page E. Polk, 
OFM.  
• Estimated cost for the retreat 

o 2 Nights stay with all meals – $80 
Please note that no meal is included for Friday night.  For Friday night ONLY, certain 
Fraternities are assigned to bring Sandwiches and snacks.  All other meals will be 
provided. 

o 1 Night stay with all meals included – $60 
o Saturday & Sunday Retreat Meals only (no overnight stay) – $40 
o Saturday Retreat Meals only – $25  
o Sunday Retreat Meals only – $15  

 
CASH or Check [payable by to: ST. JOAN of ARC Region] 

 

For more information contact: 
Cherryle Fruge, SFO 
1752 S. Perkins Ferry Rd. 
Lake Charles, La.  70611 
or via email: cherrylefruge@msn.com 
or via Cell: 337- 438-2720 
 

**Deadline for RSVP is Friday April 6th ** 
 

o Do not let cost stop you from attending, please talk to your Fraternity Minister 
 

• RAFFLE FOR RETREAT 
 

  

 

1st Prize: 24” St Francis and St Clare Statues 
(Church Quality). 
2nd Prize: $80.00 Walmart’s Gift Certificate 
3rd Prize: 12” St Francis Bird Feeder 
 

ALL FOR $1.00,  AND A CHANCE TO HELP 
OUR REGION  

 

REMINDERS! 
Good Friday is a day of fast and abstinence. 

Church law binds as follows:  The Law of Abstinence (not eating meat) obliges those who have 
completed their 14th year.  The Law of Fast (only one full meal each day, nothing between meals) obliges 
those who have completed their 18th year until the beginning of their 60th year. 
 

 

 
The next meeting for the St. Thomas More SFO Fraternity in Houston, will be on 
Sunday April 22nd after Holy Rosary’s 11:00 A.M. mass. 
Please contact your Minister or Vice Minister whenever you cannot attend a meeting. 

 

mailto:cherrylefruge@msn.com


 

Pax et Bonum 
Monthly Newsletter published by the St. Thomas More Fraternity 

Secular Franciscan Order 
April 2007 

 

   

Global Catholic News 
 

 Pope's Holy Week Schedule Released 
VATICAN CITY, MARCH 27, 2007 - Benedict XVI will preside over the major liturgical 
ceremonies in and around the Vatican during Holy Week. The Pope will also preside over the Way of 
the Cross at the Colosseum on Good Friday, according to a calendar released by the Vatican press 
office today.  
 

April 1: Palm Sunday and the Passion of the Lord  
22nd World Youth Day on the theme: "Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another" 
(John 13:34) - St. Peter's Square: 9:30 a.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will bless the palm and olive branches and, at the end of the procession, will celebrate 
the Mass of the Passion of the Lord.  
 

April 5: Holy Thursday  
Chrism Mass - St. Peter's Basilica: 9:30 a.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will preside over the concelebration of the Chrism Mass with the cardinals, bishops and 
diocesan and religious priests present in Rome.  
 

Easter Triduum  
 

April 5: Holy Thursday  
 

Mass of the Lord's Supper - Basilica of St. John Lateran: 5:30 p.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will preside over the concelebration of the Mass and will wash the feet of 12 men. 
During the rite, those present will be invited to make an act of charity supporting the Medical 
Dispensary of Baidoa in Somalia. The sum gathered will be entrusted to the Holy Father at the 
moment of the presentation of gifts.  
 

April 6: Holy Friday  
 

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord  - St. Peter's Basilica: 5 p.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will preside over the Liturgy of the Word, the adoration of the cross and the rite of 
Communion.  
 

Way of the Cross - Colosseum: 9:15 p.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will preside over the Way of the Cross. At the end, he will address the faithful and 
impart his apostolic blessing.  
 

April 7-8: Vigil and Mass of the Resurrection  
 

Easter Vigil - St. Peter's Basilica: 10 p.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will bless the new fire in the atrium of St, Peter's Basilica. After the processional 
entrance into the basilica with the Easter candle and singing the Exultet, he will preside over the 
Mass, including the baptismal liturgy.  
 

Easter Sunday - St. Peter's Square: 10:30 a.m., local time  
 

Benedict XVI will celebrate Mass in St. Peter's Square. He will then impart his blessing "urbi et orbi." 
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 Pope Says Sin Is True Enemy 
ROME, MARCH 26, 2007.- Hell consists in closing oneself off from the love of God, and sin is the 
true enemy of the human person, Benedict XVI says. The Pope made that comment on Sunday when 
celebrating Mass at the Parish of St. Felicity and Martyred Sons in the northern sector of the Diocese 
of Rome.  
 

"If it is true that God is justice, then we should not forget that he is above all love; if he hates sin it is 
because he has an infinite love for all human beings," the Holy Father explained. The Pontiff reflected 
on the Gospel account of the day's liturgy. It dealt with the adulterous woman who was to be stoned 
to death, but who was saved and forgiven by Jesus.  
 

Benedict XVI stated: "Jesus does not start a theological debate about the law of Moses; he is not 
interested in winning an academic dispute on an interpretation of the Mosaic laws. His objective is to 
save a soul and reveal that salvation can be found only in the love of God. "Jesus came to tell us that 
he wants us all in heaven and that hell, of which so little is said in our time, exists and is eternal for 
those who close their hearts to his love. "Therefore even in this episode, we understand that our true 
enemy is our attachment to sin, which can lead us to failing our existence."  
 

Recalling that Jesus sent the adulterous woman away with the words, "go and sin no more," the Pope 
explained, "Only God's forgiveness and his love, received with an open and sincere heart, give us the 
strength to resist evil and to sin no more, to let us be touched by God's love which becomes our 
strength."  
 

Benedict XVI concluded, "Jesus' attitude thus becomes a model to be followed by all communities, 
called to make love and forgiveness the pulsating heart of their lives." 
 

 We Must Imitate God's Mercy, Preacher Says 
VATICAN CITY, MARCH 30, 2007 - In the presence of Benedict XVI and the Roman Curia, the 
preacher of the Pontifical Household said that God's "purely gratuitous" forgiveness inspires and 
mandates mercy among people.  
 

Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa finished his series of four Lenten meditations on the Gospel 
beatitudes with today's reflection on "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall find mercy."  The 
preacher pointed to the example of Jesus as a reflection of his heavenly Father's mercy.  
"The welcome Jesus reserves to the sinners in the Gospel and the opposition he gets from the 
defenders of the law are well known," the priest said. "Jesus justifies his conduct toward sinners, 
saying that this is how the heavenly Father acts," Father Cantalamessa recalled. Mercy is "the most 
salient characteristic of the God of the covenant and fills the Bible from one end to the other."  
The Capuchin added: "To be merciful seems an essential aspect of being 'in the image and likeness of 
God.' "The most amazing thing about the mercy of God is that it brings joy in being merciful."  
Considering that divine mercy is "pure gratuity," the preacher of the Pontifical Household underlined 
that "we must therefore be merciful because we have received mercy," otherwise "it will be taken 
away from us." "If divine mercy is at the beginning of everything and this is what demands and 
makes possible mercy toward one another, then the most important thing for us is to renew our 
experience of God's mercy," the Capuchin proposed. This is the "paschal experience par excellence."  
"Through a deep experience of the mercy of God, one comes forth renewed and full of hope," Father 
Cantalamessa added. "We must, in turn, show this to our brothers … on the level of the ecclesial 
community, as well as on a personal level." 

www.Zenit.org 

http://www.zenit.org/
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The Gospel 
The person who is trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones; and the person 
who is dishonest in very small matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, you are not 
trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who will trust you with truewealth? If you are not trustworthy with 
what belongs to another, who will give you what is yours? 

No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all these things and sneered at him.  And he said to them, You 
justify yourselves in the sight of others, but God knows your hearts; for what is of human esteem is an 
abomination in the sight of God. The law and the prophets lasted until John; but from then on the 
kingdom of God is proclaimed, and everyone who enters does so with violence.  

It is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for the smallest part of a letter of the law to become 
invalid. 

(Lk. 16:10-17) 
St. Francis & St. Clare 
Clare governed the convent continuously from the day when Francis appointed her abbess until her 
death, a period of nearly forty years. In this time, though she occupied a position of power and 
authority, Clare always worked to serve the rest of her sisters. She served at table, tended the sick, 
washed and kissed the feet of her lay sisters when they returned footsore from begging. After caring 
for the sick and praying for them, she often had other sisters give them furthur care, that their 
recovery might not be imputed to any prayers or merits of hers. Clare would rise in the middle of the 
night to cover those of her sisters who had kicked off their blankets in the night, and would again be 
the first to rise in the morning, to ring the bell in the choir, and light the candles. She would come 
away from prayer with radiant face.  

The power of her prayers, the depth of her trust in Christ and the effiacacy of both are illustrated by 
a story told by Thomas of Celano, a contemporary. In 1244, Emperor Frederick II, then at war with 
the Pope, was ravaging the valley of Spoleto, which was part of the patrimony of the Holy See. He 
had many Saracens in his army, and a troop of these infidels came to attack and plunder Assisi. Saint 
Damien's church and the convent, standing outside the city walls, were their first targets. While the 
marauders were laying ladders against the convent walls, and beginning to climb them, Clare, who 
was ill and bed-ridden, had herself carried out to the gate and there set a monstrance containing 
Sacrament in sight of the enemy. 

Prostrating herself before it, she prayed aloud: "Does it please Thee, O God, to deliver into the 
hands of these beasts the defenseless children whom I have nourished with Thy love? I beseech Thee, 
good Lord, protect these whom now I am not able to protect." Whereupon she heard a voice like the 
voice of a little child saying, "I will have them always in My care." She prayed again, for the city, and 
again the voice came, reassuring her. She then turned to the trembling nuns and said, "Have no fear, 
little daughters; trust in Jesus." At this, a sudden terror seized their assailants and they ran away.  

Shortly afterward one of Frederick's generals laid siege to Assisi. Upon hearing this, Clare told her 
nuns that they, who had received all support and charity from the city, now owed it all the assistance 
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in their power. She had them cover their heads with ashes and plead with Christ as suppliants for the 
city's safety. For a whole day and night they prayed with all their might- and with many tears, and 
then "God in his mercy so made issue with temptation that the besiegers melted away and their proud 
leader with them, for all he had sworn an oath to take the city."  

St. Clare Early Documents 
Exemplary Lives 

St. Apollonius 
Feastday: April 18 

Martyr whose Apologia, or defense of the faith, is considered one of the most priceless documents 
of the early Church. Apollonius was a Roman senator, enlisted under the banner of the cross, was 
very well versed in both philosophy and Holy Scripture, as we learn from Saint Jerome who had read 
and admired his discourse in the Senate of Rome on behalf of the Christian religion. St. Apollonius 
was denounced as a Christian by one of his slaves. The Praetorian Prefect, Sextus Tigidius Perennis, 
arrested him, also putting the slave to death as an informer. Perennis demanded that Apollonius 
denounce the faith, and when he refused, the case was remanded to the Roman senate. There a debate 
took place between Perennis and Apollonius that clearly outlines the beauty and the value of 
Christianity. Despite his eloquent defense, Apollonius was condemned and beheaded. 

Catholic on Line – www.catholic.org 
Catechism Briefs 
 

IV. Lord 
446 In the Greek translation of the Old Testament, the ineffable Hebrew name YHWH, by which 
God revealed himself to Moses, is rendered as Kyrios, "Lord". From then on, Lord becomes the more 
usual name by which to indicate the divinity of Israel's God. the New Testament uses this full sense 
of the title Lord both for the Father and - what is new - for Jesus, who is thereby recognized as God 
Himself. 
 

447 Jesus ascribes this title to himself in a veiled way when he disputes with the Pharisees about the 
meaning of Psalm 110, but also in an explicit way when he addresses his apostles. Throughout his 
public life, he demonstrated his divine sovereignty by works of power over nature, illnesses, demons, 
death and sin. 
 

448 Very often in the Gospels people address Jesus as Lord. This title testifies to the respect and trust 
of those who approach him for help and healing. At the prompting of the Holy Spirit, Lord expresses 
the recognition of the divine mystery of Jesus. In the encounter with the risen Jesus, this title becomes 
adoration: "My Lord and my God!" It thus takes on a connotation of love and affection that remains 
proper to the Christian tradition: It is the Lord! 
  

449 By attributing to Jesus the divine title Lord, the first confessions of the Church's faith affirm from 
the beginning that the power, honour and glory due to God the Father are due also to Jesus, because 
he was in the form of God, and the Father manifested the sovereignty of Jesus by raising him from the 
dead and exalting him into his glory. 
  

450 From the beginning of Christian history, the assertion of Christ's lordship over the world and over 
history has implicitly recognized that man should not submit his personal freedom in an absolute 
manner to any earthly power, but only to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: "Caesar is not the 
lord". "The Church. . . believes that the key, the centre and the purpose of the whole of man's history 
is to be found in its Lord and Master." 
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451 Christian prayer is characterized by the title Lord, whether in the invitation to prayer (The Lord 
be with you), its conclusion (through Christ our Lord) or the exclamation full of trust and hope: 
Maranatha (Our Lord, come!) or Maranatha (Come, Lord!) - Amen Come Lord Jesus! 
 

Section Two, Chapter Two, Article 2 
THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Apostolic Exhortations and Letters: 
 

And Jesus, Looking Upon Him, Loved Him 
"Jesus, looking upon him, loved him," and said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, sell what you 
have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." Even though 
we know that those words, addressed to the rich young man, were not accepted by the one being 
called, their content deserves to be carefully reflected upon, for they present the interior structure of a 
vocation.  
 

"And Jesus, looking upon him, loved him." This is the love of the Redeemer: a love that flows from 
all the human and divine depths of the Redemption. This love reflects the eternal love of the Father, 
who "so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life." The Son, invested with that love, accepted the mission from the Father in the 
Holy Spirit and became the Redeemer of the world. The Father's love was revealed in the Son as 
redeeming love. It is precisely this love that constitutes the true price of the Redemption of man and 
the world. Christ's Apostles speak of the price of the Redemption with profound emotion: "You were 
ransomed... not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
like that of a lamb without blemish or spot," writes St. Peter, and St. Paul states: "You were bought 
with a price." 
 

The call to the way of the evangelical counsels springs from the interior encounter with the love of 
Christ, which is a redeeming love. Christ calls precisely through this love of His. In the structure of a 
vocation, the encounter with this love becomes something specifically personal. When Christ "looked 
upon you and loved you," calling each one of you, dear religious, that redeeming love of His was 
directed towards a particular person, and at the same time it took on a spousal character: it became a 
love of choice. This love embraces the whole person, soul and body, whether man or woman, in that 
person's unique and unrepeatable personal "I." The One who, given eternally to the Father, "gives" 
Himself in the mystery of the Redemption, has now called man in order that he in his turn should give 
himself entirely to the work of the Redemption through membership in a community of brothers or 
sisters, recognized and approved by the Church. Surely it is precisely to this call that St. Paul's words 
can be applied: "Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit...? You are not your 
own; you were bought with a price." 
  

Yes, Christ's love has reached each one of you, dear brothers and sisters, with that same "price" of the 
Redemption. As a consequence of this, you have realized that you are not your own, but belong to 
Christ. This new awareness was the fruit of Christ's "loving look" in the secret of your heart. You 
replied to that look by choosing Him who first chose each one of you, calling you with the 
measurelessness of His redeeming love. Since He calls "by name," His call always appeals to human 
freedom. Christ says: "If you wish...." And the response to this call is, therefore, a free choice. You 
have chosen Jesus of Nazareth, the Redeemer of the world, by choosing the way that He has shown 
you. 

H.H. Pope John Paul II 
REDEMPTIONIS DONUM - 25 March 1984 
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Do you Know…?
 

Alpha and Omega in Christian Usage 
 

The manner of expressing God's eternity by means of the first and last letters of the alphabet seems to 
have passed from the synagogue into the Church. In place of the Aleph and Thaw, the Alpha and 
Omega in Scripture was substituted. But the substitution of the Greek letters for those of the Hebrew 
tongue inevitably caused a portion of the meaning and beauty in thus designating God to be lost. The 
Greek letters Alpha and Omega in Scripture have no relation to the word Truth. Omega is not the last 
letter of the word aletheia (truth), as Thaw is of the word Emeth. The sacred and mystical word Truth, 
expressing in Hebrew, through its letters Aleph and Thaw, God's absolute and eternal being, had to 
be sacrificed. Alpha-Omega (and its Hebrew equivalent) signify an absolute plenitude, or perfection. 
It is a Jewish saying that the blessing on Israel in Lev., xxvi, 3-13, is complete because it begins with 
Aleph and ends with Thaw. God's absolute perfection is expressed in Is., xli, 4; xliv, 6, by the phrase, 
"I am the first and the last". Plato, "De Legibus", IV, 715, describes God in the same manner: archen 
te kai teleuten kai mesa ton onton apanton echon, and quotes this phrase as a palaios logos. (Cf). also 
Josephus, C. Apion., II, xxiii. The phrase fitly expresses the idea that God is eternal, the beginning 
and end of all things. The fourth Gospel, after stating that the "Word was God", says, "and the Word 
dwelt among us full of grace and truth". Grace stands for goodness. The phrase is identical with 
Exodus 34:6, "full of goodness and truth". We have here the two great divine attributes, Truth and 
Goodness, assigned to Christ in all their fullness. What Moses has said of God, the Evangelist says of 
Christ. In the Apocalypse the Alpha-Omega taking the place of its Hebrew equivalent occur in the 
first chapter to designate God, i, 8; but in the last two chapters to designate Christ (Ap., xxi, 6; xxii, 
13). It is an argument that its author believed in the divinity of Christ. In the earlier ages of the 
Church the Alpha and Omega in Scripture) were used as the monogram of Christ. These letters 
became His crest. The poet Prudentius says, "Alpha et Omega cognominatus, ipse fons et clausula 
omnium quae sunt, fuerunt, quaeque post future sunt" (Cathemer., 9, 11). The Alpha-Omega symbol 
was written under the arms of the cross within a circle or triangle. (Fig. 1). Sometimes the Alpha is 
found on the right and the Omega on the left to indicate that in Christ the beginning and the end are 
joined into one. This crest is found on the coins of the Emperor Constans and Constantius (Martigny, 
458-459). The early Christians had the two letters engraved on their signet rings. Sometimes the 
Alpha and the Omega are written in the Nimbus, or halo, of the Lamb; for instance, in the paintings 
of the Catacombs of Petrus and Marcellinus, third century. We further find these two letters in 
frescoes and mosaics of several ancient churches; for instance, in the chapel of St. Felicitas, and in 
San Marco in Rome; in the world-famed mosaics of Ravenna, in Galla Placidia, St. Crisologo, St. 
Vitale. In the course of time Alpha and Omega in Scripture ceased to be used as the monogram of 
Christ for church paintings and ornaments. During the last centuries the letters I.H.S. have completely 
taken their place. Recently, however, on tabernacle doors and antependia the older device is again 
met with. 

Catholic Encyclopedia – www.newadvent.org 
 

Franciscan Saints - April 
 

03 - Saint Benedict the Black 
16 - Profession of Francis of Assisi 
& his 12 companions in the hands of  
Pope Innocent III at the Lateran (1209) 
16 - Saint Bernadette 

17 - Saint Benedict Joseph Labre 
21 - Saint Conrad of Parzham 
21 - Blessed Giles of Assisi 
24 - Saint Fidelis de Sigmaringen 
28 - Blessed Luchesio and his wife, Bonadonna

 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13309a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07630a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02408b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/images/01332aax.gif
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13055c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11152a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/16027c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09723b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03712a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13059a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11395a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10584a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10584a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14726a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/
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Universal Prayer 
Prayer of the Soul 
 

O my soul, bless the Lord, praise Him, 
worship Him, exalt Him, magnify Him, 
glorify Him, forever and ever.  
 

Bless the Lord my soul with everything 
that is in me.Desire to be with the Lord, 
obey Him, thank Him, worship Him, 
accept Him, serve Him.  
 

Believe in the Lord my soul. He is so real, 
raise my soul, before His Presence, 
worship Him, live for the Lord my soul.  
 

Bless the Lord my soul, even when I am busy, 
live for Him and for Him only, 
worship the Lord every moment of my life.  
 

O my soul, burn with desire for the Lord, 
desire to be with Him only, 
desire Him above everything else. 
Burn with great desire for Him.  
 

O my soul seek the Lord and his strength; 
seek his presence continually. 
 

Ps 105:4 (Read psalms 103-4-5) 
Holy Father Intentions for April: 
General: That, allowing himself to be enlightened and guided by the Holy Spirit, every Christian 
may answer enthusiastically and faithfully to the universal call to sanctity. 
 

Mission:  That the number of priestly and religious vocations may grow in North America and the 
countries of the Pacific Ocean, in order to given an adequate answer to the pastoral and missionary 
needs of those populations. 
 

Prayer requests: 
• For our Pope John Paul II Eternal Rest and Heavenly Intersession in his 2nd anniversary of his 

heavenly birth. 
• For Bill Beiter, Nancy Adair, Paul Campodonico, Art Hayes, Celeste Lenti, Jeannie Radogna, 

Joan Carne, and Bob Walker members of St. Joan of Arc Fraternity in Germantown, TN. 
 

Please remember our priests in your prayers! 
May Calendar 
Sunday 1st: St. Joseph the Worker 
Sunday 1st: National Day of Prayer 
Sunday 6th: Mother’s Day 
Thursday 17th: Ascension of the Lord 
Sunday 27th: Pentecost Sunday 

Sunday 27th: Our fraternity meeting, after Holy 
Rosary’s 11:00 A.M. mass. 
Wednesday 30th: St Joan of Arc 
Thursday 31st: The Visitation of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary

 

St. Thomas More Fraternity – Secular Franciscan Order 
Carlos Rodríguez - Minister 
Gene Hamala – Vice-Minister 
Teri Medina - Secretary 
Langley Morse – Treasurer 
Betty Hamala – Formation Director 
Ramon Medina – Councilor 

Melodie Adams - Councilor 
Jeff Ramirez – Ad Hoc Advisor 
Fr. Albert Moraczewski, O.P. – Spiritual Director 
Carlos Rodríguez – Newsletter Publisher 
Nick Kovacs – Web Designer and Blog Moderator

 

Special thanks to Phillip B. More, SFO and Cherryle Fruge, SFO for their contribution to this month’s 
newsletter issue. 
 

Reprint Permissions: 
Catholic Global News: www.Zenit.org – 9-Oct-2006. 
Exemplary Lives: “Catholic on Line” www.catholic.org – 10-Oct-2006. 

http://www.zenit.org/
http://www.catholic.org/
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His Holiness John Paul II 

18 May 1920 + 2 April 2005 
 

O Blessed Trinity, we thank you for having graced the church 
with Pope John Paul II and for allowing the tenderness of your 
fatherly care, the glory of the cross of Christ, and the 
splendor of the Holy Spirit, to shine through him. Trusting 
fully in your infinite mercy and in the maternal intercession of 
Mary, he has given us a living image of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd, and has shown us that holiness is the necessary 
measure of ordinary Christian life and is the way of achieving 
eternal communion with you. Grant us, by his intercession, 
and according to your will, the graces we implore, hoping that 
he will soon be numbered among your saints. Amen.  

- official prayer to ask favors through the intercession Pope John Paul II 
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