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Guadalupe Radio president Len Oswald signs the papers purchasing KCOH Houston. 

[Photo courtesy Guadalupe Radio Network/La Promesa Foundation] 

 

GOOD MORNING, HOUSTON! CATHOLIC RADIO IS COMING: 

GUADALUPE RADIO BUYS HERITAGE KCOH 
 

By Michael Dorner - Editor, Catholic Radio Update ( a trade e-magazine publish bi-weekly )  

 
Houston, Nov 8 (CRU) — Guadalupe Radio Network, headquartered in Midland, Texas, and almost synonymous 
with Texas Catholic radio, today signed papers for the purchase of Houston’s heritage KCOH 1430 AM today 

after rather brief negotiations. Houston is the sixth largest metropolitan area in population, fourth largest in land 

area, and the co-see of the oldest diocese in Texas and one of two archdioceses in that State.  
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KCOH is a heritage station in Houston, founded just after World War II by Lee Segall as a 1,000-watt day only 
station. For most its history, KCOH has been Houston’s premier Afro-American station. Running 5000 watts day 

and 1000 watts night, different directional patterns day and night, lately it has been running a talk format. The 

station puts an excellent signal over Houston day and night, an uncommon factor given the facts that Houston has 
grown remarkably during the past six decades, so much so that most of the local AM stations no longer cover the 

metro area at nighttime.  

 
The advent of Catholic programming over KCOH 1430 AM marks the return of Catholic radio to the Galveston-

Houston market.  Leo Garza’s St Maximilian Kolbe Radio had leased Galveston’s KGBC 1540 AM and began 

broadcasting Catholic programs on April 1, 2003. Later, the station owner of KGBC decided he wanted to 

sell the station; Leo and his board of directors decided to shop elsewhere for a different station more 

suitable for the entire Archdiocese. So, on February 15
th
, 2006 St Maximilian Kolbe Radio chose not to 

exercise its option to purchase KGBC and after three years terminated all operations on KGBC. 
  

Guadalupe Radio, which started with KJBC (now KLPF) 1150 AM in Midland in 2000, has since spread across 

Texas and acquired WMET 1160 AM Washington and WQHC 1170 AM in Hanceville, Alabama. For years it has 

been trying to locate a suitable signal in Houston, Texas’ biggest market without Catholic radio and one of five 

Top 10 Metro areas and one of four Arbitron radio markets without Catholic radio. “But every door we tried was 

closed to us,” vice-president Toya Hall says, “and it was clear that the Lord did not want us in Houston yet but 

wanted us elsewhere.” She remarks that in particular serious efforts to buy a station in Houston in 2010 came to 

naught, but Washington opened up and “it became clear that the Lord wanted us in Washington. I told Him we’d 

go to Washington if He would give us Houston.” That request has just been granted. 

Metropolitan Houston’s estimated population in 2011 was 6,086,538 (Houston, Sugarland, and Baytown). 

Arbitron ranks Houston–Galveston as the sixth largest radio market, with a population age 12 and over at 

5,126,200 people. The entire metro area comprises 656 square miles (1700 square kilometers), the largest in 

Texas. 

The diocese was founded in Galveston as a prefecture in 1839. At the time, there were five parishes in the whole 

state, serving a population of 12,000 Catholics. In 1842 it was raised to a vicariate, and in 1847, after the 

independence of Texas and the formation of a republic, the vicariate was raised to a diocese, with St Mary’s 

Church in Galveston named as cathedral. At the time, and for the rest of the nineteenth century, Galveston was 

Texas’ biggest city and its most important, a major seaport and commercial center. The great hurricane of 

September 1900 changed that, however, permanently. After the city was almost totally destroyed, Houston rose to 

the ascendancy. The Diocese of San Antonio was split off from the Diocese of Galveston in 1874, taking the 

western half of Texas.  

In 2004, Pope John Paul II raised the now named Diocese of Galveston-Houston to the rank of Archdiocese. His 

Excellency Joseph A. Fiorenza became an Archbishop, and his Coadjutor Bishop was His Excellency Daniel 

DiNardo. He became the Archbishop in 2006 and was named a Cardinal in 2007. 

The Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston covers 8,880 square miles and is divided into 146 parishes, served by 452 

priests who say Mass in 14 languages. There are nine Catholic high schools and 50 elementary schools, 4 Catholic 

hospitals, 10 health care centers, 36 day care centers, 5 specialized houses for particular needs, and 10 service 

centers. The Catholic population today is over 1.2 million in a general population of 5,953,836 living in the 

Archdiocesan territory. In addition, most Eastern Rite Catholic Churches have at least one parish in Houston, and 

the city is also home of Our Lady of Walsingham Anglican Usage Parish, founded in 1984 and now the principal 

parish of the new USA’s Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter for former Anglicans in communion with 

Rome. 
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Lee Segall Broadcasting Company, headquartered in the Citizens Bank Building, was issued a construction permit 

for KCOH 1430 AM with 1000 watts daytime only in 1947. It went on the air the following year and the  
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ownership had changed to Call of Houston, Inc., William S. Smith, president, with studios in the M&M Building. 

The name, “Call of Houston,” reflected in the station’s call sign, harks back to the 1920s and 1930s when the 

pioneer broadcasting stations of the times referred to themselves in station identifications as “The Call of ——.” 

For example, WAMD Minneapolis identified as “The Call of the North.” The expression came from call signs, 

the series of letters and numbers that by international agreement dating back to the days of wireless telegraphy 

over a century ago came to identify stations and their national locations. Stations “called” each other and the new 

broadcasting stations “called” listeners. 

Four years later, in 1953, Mr. Smith was still the president and owner, the studios of the station were at 1 Main 

Street, and the format had changed to serve the Afro-American audience. However, in November the next year he 

transferred control by selling all his stock to Robert C. Meeker for $86,500. Mr. Meeker all the long had been 

general manager. The 1960 Broadcasting Yearbook shows the station to be still a 1000-watt day only station, Mr. 

Meeker the president, who now owned the entirety of the stock in the corporate Call of Houston, Inc., with a 

“Afro-American” format. That same status was reflected in the 1968 Broadcasting Yearbook, but in the 1973 

edition, Dorothy G. Meeker was president. 

In 1976, Call of Houston, Inc., sold the station to KCOH, Inc. By then the station was still a day only station but 

running 5000 watts, with studios at 5011 Alameda St., where they remain to this day. The present owner remains 

KCOH, Inc., and the format, while now talk, still targets the Afro-American community. 

As for Guadalupe Radio, this year it launched KIVM Fredericksburg, KVOU Uvalde, and most recently, KQOS 

Abilene. More stations are in the offing. KPDE 91.5 FM in the San Angelo area is to be launched before year’s 

end; after that Wellington and Sweetwater, also in Texas, are on approach. 

 

THE PRINCIPALS 

 

 

Guadalupe Radio Network President Len Oswald on Obtaining KCOH Houston: 

 “We feel very blessed and humbled to have a Catholic station in the sixth largest market in the U.S. We are very 

grateful to all the Houston-Galveston supporters, as well as those outside the metropolitan area, who have helped 

us out in our multi-year efforts. “Especially do I want to thank Leo Garza and his wife Gina, who have supported 

us in our efforts over the years and have been a great help. We feel very blessed and humbled. We give all to the 

glory of God. His glory is why we now have a station in Houston.”  

Guadalupe Radio Network Vice-President Toya Hall:  

“Our hope is to have the station up and running after the New Year. We will keep the call sign—KCOH, now 

meaning ‘Catholics of Houston.’”  
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St Maximilian Kolbe Radio Founder and President Leo Garza:  

Leo Garza started working in 1999 to bring Catholic radio and EWTN to Houston. Four years later, he 

succeeded in leasing the heritage Galveston radio station KGBC 1540 AM. The station owner decided to 

sell the station and Leo and his board of directors decided to shop elsewhere for a station more suitable 

for the growing Archdiocese; so Leo terminated his efforts on KGBC after three years of operation. Since 

then Leo has been working with Len Oswald and Toya Hall to return Catholic radio to Houston.  I had a recent 

phone interview with Leo and he had this to share with me: 

 “Mike, we feel so happy. We feel especially blessed to get Catholic radio back in Houston. It’s been over 6 ½ 

years, it was February 15
th
, 2006 at 7:00 PM when we went off the air.  The community misses Catholic radio so 

much. We’ve been helping, but Len and Toya did all the hard work, bringing in donors and evaluating different 

stations, etc. God continues to bless Mother Angelica’s original work. Beginning with the first 4-5 men who 

started up Catholic stations back…what around 1997-98? I am too excited to recall right now. Mike, since we 

have been off the air in Houston, I have been fortunate to join Len, Toya and the entire GRN group help bring 

Catholic radio back. I don’t think anyone would have thought it would take almost seven years. This Galveston-

Houston market is a very tough market to break into; few stations come up for sale, and those that do are super 

expensive. But even so, God has blessed us during this quiet period. Some donors have continued sending in $10, 

$25, and more every month since we went off the air. That kind of faith will eventually get rewarded. We have a 

married couple who currently is donating $150 every month since we’ve been off the air. But, before they got 

married they each sent $100. In fact, this young couple met at our first Catholic radio family meeting we held 

back when we were organizing community support. They met, courted, got married, and now have a beautiful 

child, and they jointly send $150 every month!” 

 “I don’t know how Len and Toya do it, find these philanthropists. I have to pause and chuckle here, because 

recently over lunch I asked Len and Toya this exact question and Toya quickly responded, ‘I’ve never met a 

philanthropist!’ This is so true about Catholic radio; it’s not about philanthropists. On rare occasions someone 

may give you “seed monies”, but the faithful families with their $10 or $15 a month are the ones that support 

Catholic radio stations across the nation. They are so generous even after being affected by this slow economy. 

We have one woman donor who faithfully donates $5 every month—the widow’s mite—she is representative of 

the many others who have been donating to ‘the hope’ (long pause)… the return of Catholic radio to Houston.” 

“Mike, let me assure you of one thing, this [the return of Catholic radio to Houston] is an amazing and awesome 

blessing that God has given to Galveston-Houston. I will support Guadalupe Radio 100 percent, in any way I can 

and in any way they ask me to. As for me, like John the Baptist, ‘I must decrease and they increase’. This is 

totally their work; I can take no credit, none. All I did was keep the project and flame of hope alive as long as I 

could and I kept people informed as best and as much as I could. I met Len and Toya in early 1999 and consider 

them very good friends. I am just trying to help them as friends, work for the Greater Glory of God and for the 

Great, Blessed John Paul II’s New Springtime of Evangelization as it applies to Galveston-Houston.” 

With Leo’s permission, I thought it noteworthy to mention that as the result of a thoracic aortic aneurysm, Leo has 

been a paraplegic confined to a manual wheelchair since January 14
th
, 1997; all more reason to give all the Glory 

to God. 

http://www.maxkolberadio.org/index.php
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The pioneer in over-the-air Catholic radio in Houston, Leo Garza, who on April Fool’s Day 

2003 began leasing KGBC 1540 AM Galveston 24/7 to provide EWTN programming.       

Mr. Garza wrote this in 2003 on their apostolate website www.maxkolberadio.org : 

Eternal Truth Broadcasting, Inc. was founded in 2000 as a lay Catholic apostolate to answer Pope John Paul II's 

call to use the media for the new evangelization in the Catholic Church. 

Eternal Truth Broadcasting's mission is to evangelize to Catholics and non-Catholics in the greater Galveston-

Houston area through Catholic radio. In carrying out this mission, it is our expressed policy to evangelize in 

accordance with the teachings of the Supreme Pontiff, his predecessors and the Magisterium of the Catholic 

Church. The purpose of Catholic Radio is to communicate the truth, evangelize, foster charity, defend justice, 

spread joy, and foster among people the peace which Christ the Lord brings. 

After broadcasting Catholic programs on a local Galveston radio station from April 1st, 2003 to Feb. 15th, 2006 

St. Maximilian Kolbe Radio is now taking its first major leap forward by launching a major Capital Campaign to 

raise the necessary funds to purchase our first radio station. Our goal is to raise $11.0 million dollars. Reaching 

this campaign goal will allow us to competitively bid on a radio station that will reach the greater Galveston-

Houston community. 

We invite you to support this work and to encourage your friends and family to do the same. Once we start 

broadcasting, we assure you that God will bless and spiritually enrich you through our wide variety of shows and 

topics. 

 Eternal Truth Broadcasting (ETB) and Guadalupe Radio Network(GRN) have joined forces and are both 

working to bring EWTN Catholic Radio back to Galveston-Houston!!! 

 Our Advisory Committee continues to stay busy working on fund-raising activities. Please keep these 

friends in your prayers. 

 GREAT NEWS !! Although our FULL financial goal remains at $11 million; if we can raise the first $4 

million we have an excellent opportunity to get back on the air!!! Pray, Pray, Pray 

Catholic Radio in the Galveston-Houston area is still a viable and important mission to us. Through God's divine 

providence - and your financial and spiritual support - we hope to be back on the airwaves as soon as possible. 

I would like to urge you once again to contact us at 713-859-3830 or info@etbradio.org  if you know any 

financially blessed Catholics who you feel might be able to help us with our effort to bring Catholic Radio back to 

our area. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

http://www.maxkolberadio.org/
mailto:info@etbradio.org
http://www.maxkolberadio.org/index.php

